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Eden Phillpotts in Classical Vein

It, EDEN PHILLPOTTS i= a
writer of such broad and
deep resgurce that some-

Hody ‘sail- he was like. the ncean'

quite exhaustless in his quantity and |
returning with a new book just as
regularly as (he tides which wnll
for no man. It is interesting to nutL
another detail of his resemblance to
the mysterious ocean, out of which, |
Mr.

mu¢=t

as Kipling has remarked, “al-

anvtlm.g may scome,
ful that Mr. Phillpotts has ]N\s own

special and different currents t\hii.‘hl
sometimes appear quite unexpectedly

is not always borne in mind.

Every now and then during the
past decade he has varled his work
by changing his backgrounds from
rural England to classical or im-
aginary The Immutability
¢f human nature is well emphasized
in these tales, usually slighier in
construction than the solid fabrie
of human 1ife, which he draws with
Hardy-like faithfulness and discern-
ment, Indeed, he scarcely troubles
himself to create personalities of an
carlier age; such intensive cffect of
gatire as he seekg in these comedies
he attains simply by the whimsical
expedient of setting modern figures
among the fast wvanishing gods of
Thes=aly,

A year or two ago Mr. Phillpotis,
alter turning out two or thres fine,
thoughtful and extremely workman-
like storles, as If absentmindedly
and all within a few monthe, pub-
lished a pseudo-classical tale called
“Evander," in which a Jdeeper saline
than usual infused the current of his
jrony; it was a distinctly different
stream from that deep, rolling sea
of reflection upon humanity as the
Lord made it which constitutes his
regular reappearances. In this ex-
tremely salty story he ranged the
few figures Iin his study of one of
the modern aspects of feminism
against an Arcadian background,
with an effect so vivid and amusing
that his book was roundly abused by
those who saw nothing absurd in
any eceentricity which lovely woman
might find it her whim to follow. In
that sparkling tale the daughter of
a washerwoman, happily marrial to
a woodcutter who worshiped Pan,
felt moved to allow her higher na-
ture opportunity by eloping with the
#on of a fisherman, the son being a
diseiple of Apallo and much given to
lectures, long words and vague con-
vergations touching the higher life.
What happened when she discov-
ered that Evander, the lecturer upon
higher culture, had less of the hu-
man qualities which she found her-
#clf to require than she had taken
for granted, and “was not that kind
nf man” made gladsome :cading
for contemporary persons who do not
prefer ethical lectures to detective
stories, say, as dally food.

In his most redent adventure In
this field, ecalled “Pan and the
Twins"” (Maecmilian), Mr, Phillpotts
his pup-
pet theater amid classleal scenes, or
at least in the Roman Campagna
Wuring the early years of the Chris-
tian era. Arcadius, a fifteen-year-
old herd hoy who has been beaten
and sent adrift by his masier, is a
worshiper of the great god Pan, and
10 him Pan appears and tells him of
his parentage, a subject wholly un-
known to the lad. Fan Informed
him that his father was a Roman
patrician, Mareus Pomponios, but
his mother, Aurelia, was a daughter
of the people, and thus not a suit-
able wife for him. She died in giv-
ing birth to Arcadius and a twin
brother,
Marcus, naturally saw to it that he
never saw his children. Arcadius
was sold to a plebelan and the other
to a patrician, Pan endowed Arca-
fdiua with the gift of understanding
the speech of all things of the hoof
and pad and wing.' He bids the boy
go to the house of his father, Marcus
Pomponius, and directs him on his
way. He also tells him that in after
years he will meet his twin brother.

1t would be a gracelezs task to at-
tempt to condense the story told in
Mr. Phillpott’s brilliant satire into a
few paragraphs. As in the earlier
tale of “Ewvander,”
writér has projected himsell into the
very spirit and scene of his quizzical
romance of early Roman life, and his
narrative has a charm of classieal
gravity lighted by the most brilliant
flashes of contemporary reflection of
antique didacticlsm in the mjrror of
modern thought. Fis pletures of
scenery are as exgnisite as his dia-

Boones,

| spontaneous life of his own

Aurelia’s mother, who hated |.

this accomplished |

cand humorous in their intensely ha-
I man quality,

The book ghould have
l}mu«muh of readers who will enjoy |
the gly humor of the author as he
details the life of Marcus Pomponius,

£ vich patrician almost killed by the |
| 1aborious kindness af his wife and his
| mother, neither of whom will give

the poor man a chance Lo have any |
initia=
| tive, What the presence of Area-
| dius brings into this menage, how he
| came to man's estate, married and|

" The'ﬂrmﬂy met his twin brother and dis-
| covered that he had become a Chris-

tian monk, called Hilarion; how they |

dizcussed the great facts and simple |

maoralities of Jife, assisted by Arca-
dlus’s ability to talk with a family

of badgers in whose cave l-iilm'inn_

had chosen to live; how Arcadlus's
own wife, Ceres, was a Christlan and

yet was content to let Arcadius con- |
tinue to worship Pan, and how Hi- |

larion also accepted the situation

contentedly until he, a monk, \'ow:‘.'lll
fell in love violently with |

to celibacy,

a beautiful girl, Evotion, the cousin

of Ceres. The inflexible dogmas of |

Christignity, even
times, clashed seriously with the
broader pagan outlook with which
Arcadius surveyed the world, Ro-
man politics, too, complicates the sit-
wation, and the climax of Irony is
reached when a Christian Bishop ap-

in those early
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BRAMBLE—DBy Andrew |

peals to the Christlan Emperor Con-
stantine to deplore the lapse of Hi-

larion from the celibate order of the |

priesthood into the ranks of married
mankind and to report the wish of
the hierarchy that Arcadins should|
be executed because he persisted m
his worship of Pan and consistently

| refused to be baptized. But Constan- |

line pointed out how greatly useful |
both the twin brothers were, each in
his own way—Hilarion with his

spiritual fervor
| his wealth, which he dispensed =o
| generously to relleve distress am ng

and Arcadios with |

the poor.
Mr. Fhillpoit's sentences flow | ke |
| full rivers of thought, sometin s |

breaking over shallows of apposi 1-1,
argument in a thousand ﬂpa;klmg
!drops of merriment. No better Eng-

]

Jish is written, no better balanced |

philosophy iz expounded than in this
bouk of serlous argument adorned
|with s0 much of wit and wholesome
ridicule. It is an admirable contri-
bution to that intelligent discussion
{ of the things which matter in the
world’s oullook, which now presses in

' all honest minds, W. 8 AL

A late epring novel on Small,
Maynard and Company’s list is “A
| Vagrant Tune,” by Bryan T, Hol-
‘land, the grandson of Mrs, Gaskell,
‘the author of “Cranford.”
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KIMONO

By JOHN PARIS

“The Kimono is a symbol wil.h’lil a symbol's
mysterious influence, —of the subjection of
women in Japan and the story of the white
man’s folly. The novel KIMONO is a brilliant
and wonderful book."—JAPAN CHRONICLE.

I{IMONO has been accorded more space not only .
in the literary columns, but also in the news and =
editorial columns of English, Scotch, Welsh,
Japanese, and Chinese publications, than any other novel
of recent years. It is, above all, a fascinating human love
story of mixed marriage, passion and intrigue, which
compels breathless attention from the first page to the
|vcrylast. It tells of the marriage of an English naval
officer to a Japanese girl, an orphan of great wealth who
has been educated in Europe, of how they go to Japan
against the advice of their friends and for a time
are parted, half by the efforts of her Japanese
relatives, and half by his discovery that ber
money is derived from property in the Yosghiwara,

The London Times says: “The flesh ex-
posed by Mr. Paris does not inflame the senses,
it chills them, He does not say thst women are
wicked, he leaves you to see that what they are
forced to do is ugly.”

$2.00 Ererywhere

BON! & LIVERIGHT-
Bubhshprs + + NEW ALO&K ’

LILIA CHENOWORTH|

nﬂﬂlylﬂ DODD,
n&ud charming “Book of Susan”

A novel of youth full of youth's chnrrn, of its loyalty to ideals of its own
muptmmduftumeﬂ slike for “‘safety first.” The book has
in it a finc imaginative quality; it is not photographic realism, yet it is not
in the least unreal. Its characters live, and interest the reader from first
to last. Its scencs range from a college for women in New England to the
wings of a Parisian theatre.

$2.00. Any bookstore can supply it; or, if not, it can be Lad from
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenute, New York

Said the American, Jere Chalmers:

= "I tell you frankly we keep our eye on Japan, and we
build a good many commercial ships which would astonish
" you if examined them thoroughly. Our National Guard,
too, know a bit more about soldiering than their
randfathers. 1don't like the way things are gom
astwards. Asia means something different now 1t at
that amazing fellow, Prince Shan, has made a great

nation of China.”
READ

THE GREAT| . -
PRINCE SHAN

A Fascinating Story of World Politics in 1934
By
E. PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM
Author of THE GREAT IMPERSONATION
Four(T; Tatge printing, $2.00 wlerever books are sold
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describes this book as “A Study of |
The |

BEAUTIFUL
DAMNED

“We know no recent novel that is a keener study

of the relations between young husband and wife.”
—John Clair Minot in the Boston Herald. |

By the Author of “This Side of Paradise”

F. Scott Fitzgerald :

“Aq whale of a book”’—Harry Hangen in the Cincago Daily |

News -
$2.00 dt al! bookstores 4
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